
INTERNATIONAL
1) Lahore, the second-largest city in Pakistan
• Lahore, the second-largest city in Pakistan, is grappling with a severe smog crisis that 

poses significant threats to the health and well-being of its residents. 
• According to IQAir, an organization that monitors global air quality, Lahore recently 

earned the dubious distinction of having the worst air quality in the world, with a 
hazardous Air Quality Index (AQI) of 400 in the morning.

NATIONAL
1)  Green Rising“ initiative
• On December 8th, at COP28, UNICEF’s Generation Unlimited, in collaboration 

with India’s Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change, unveiled the 
“Green Rising“ initiative. 

• It carried out through India’s YuWaah campaign, places a special emphasis on 
engaging youth in impactful environmental actions at the grassroots level, drawing 
inspiration from the Mission Life movement.

2) Mera Gaon, Meri Dharohar” 
• Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy, responsible for culture, tourism, and the 

development of the North Eastern Region, announced a groundbreaking project in 
the Rajya Sabha on Thursday. 

• The initiative, titled “Mera Gaon, Meri Dharohar” (MGMD), is set to spotlight the 
cultural richness embedded in villages across the nation.
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STATE NEWS
1) Damodar Rajanarasimha Cilarapu
• Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy appointed Damodar Rajanarasimha 

Cilarapu, an engineering graduate, as the Health Minister of the state. 
• This decision has sparked discussions and debates, given the traditional expectation 

of having a medical professional in charge of the health portfolio. 

BANKING NEWS
1) Reserve Bank of India 
• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) took a significant step on Friday by announcing an 

increase in the UPI payment limits from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5 lakh. 
• This decision is expected to reshape the dynamics of financial transactions, 

particularly in the domains of healthcare and education.

2) Rs 2,500 crore for the Interest Equalisation Scheme
• The Union Cabinet, led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has sanctioned an 

additional Rs 2,500 crore for the Interest Equalisation Scheme. 
• The scheme is extended until June 30, 2024, aiming to support exporters from 

specific sectors and all MSME manufacturer exporters.

AWRADS AND RECOGNITIONS
1) “Bank of the Year (India)”
• Federal Bank, a prominent financial institution, has been awarded the prestigious title 

of “Bank of the Year (India)” by The Banker, a renowned publication under the 
Financial Times umbrella. 

• This accolade, one of the few global awards recognizing banks on a worldwide scale, 
reflects Federal Bank’s exceptional commitment to innovation, customer-centric 
services, and its outstanding contributions to the banking industry in the past year.
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BUSINESS AND ECONOMY 
1) India’s foreign exchange
• India’s foreign exchange reserves have witnessed a notable upswing, reaching $604 

billion as of December 1, marking a significant milestone after a four-month hiatus.
• The last instance of the reserves crossing the $600 billion threshold was recorded on 

August 11 earlier this year.

IMPORTANT DAYS 
1) International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of 
Genocide
• December 9th  recognised as the International Day of Commemoration and Dignity 

of the Victims of the Crime of Genocide, highlights the importance of preventing this 
heinous crime.

• As we approach the 75th anniversary of the Genocide Convention, it remains a 
beacon in the fight against genocide, emphasizing international cooperation and a 
commitment to “never again.”

2) International Anti-Corruption Day
• International Anti-Corruption Day is celebrated worldwide on December 9 each 

year.In 2023, this special day falls on a Saturday. 
• The aim of this day is to draw attention to the harmful impact of corruption on 

society and to encourage collective efforts to combat this global issue
• The theme for International Anti-Corruption Day 2023 is ‘UNCAC at 20: Uniting 

the World Against Corruption.’


